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practically no present opportunity for a non-
American power to establish itself and to threaten
the commerce or the canal of the United States.

Few people in the United States and perhaps
fewer in the countries involved realize from what
American influence has saved these small states.
A glance at Africa and Asia will suggest what
would otherwise have been the case. Without the
United States and its leadership, there can be little
doubt that giant semisovereign corporations ow-
ing allegiance to some great power would now
possess these countries. They would bristle with
forts and police, and their populations would be in
a state of absolute political and of quasi-economic
servitude. They might today be more orderly
and perhaps wealthier, but unless the fundamental
American belief in democracy and self-government
is wrong they would be infinitely farther from their
true goal, which involves the working out of their
own civilization.

The Caribbean is but a portion of the whole in-
ternational problem of the Americas, and the meth-
ods used by the United States in solving its prob-
lems seemed likely to postpone that sympathetic
union of the whole to which it has been looking for-
ward for a century. Yet this country has not been